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Competitiveness
Domestic vs Global Positions of Firms

Low HighInternational
competitiveness

Domestic player

International player

Global leader

Based on Continuous
Innovation
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Framework
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Focus Today

International Economy

National Economy

Regional Economy

Clusters



Europe INNOVA Conference, Valencia 26-28 November 2006 6

Clusters = Innovation and Prosperity

Praha City

Bratislava

Clustering and GDP / Capita

41 NUTS 2 Regions in EU-10 (2004)

y = 336,5x + 35,336

R
2

= 0,4358

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

Percent of employment in specialiSed clusters (SQ>2)

G
D

P
 /
 C

a
p

it
a

 p
u

rc
h

a
s
in

g
 

p
o

w
e

r 
s
ta

n
d

a
rd

s
 o

f 
E

U
 

a
v
e

ra
g

e

Source: Sölvell, Ketels, Folkesson.(2005) Entrepreneurial Innovation in the New Member States: Challenges and

Issues at stake for the Development of Clusters of Innovative Firms. EU Commission, DG Enterprise.



Europe INNOVA Conference, Valencia 26-28 November 2006 7

Mapping Regional Specialisation and
Clusters in Europe

Regional Economy

•Performance of Regions

•General specialisation patterns (Gini)

•Performance of clusters and cluster 
evolution

NUTS 2
Regions

38

Cluster 
Categories

Country

EU-27 + 5
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Star-rated Clusters in Europe

Praha Region; CZ

Liberec; CZ

Györ; HU

Katowice; PL

Wroclaw; PL

Size

Specialisation Dominance
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The Cluster Alliance

BSR INNO-Net
Norway

Europe INNOVA
Cluster Mapping

Advisory group

11 Cluster Networks

Workshops
Advisory Board

Integration between Cluster mapping and INNO-Nets

European Cluster Memorandum
PRO INNO Europe Cluster Conference in Stockholm

Other
INNOVA projects CEE Cluster Network

Austria

CLUNET
UK

INNET
France


