
The PhD Program in Economics at the Stockholm School of Economics (SSE) combines the 
advantages of a small department with close and informal connections to faculty, with 
the breadth of courses and seminars associated with a larger department. A specially 
designed course program, the Stockholm Doctoral Course Program in Economics, 
Econometrics and Finance (SDPE), is organized by SSE jointly with Stockholm University 
for our PhD students in Economics and Finance.

PHD PROGRAM IN ECONOMICS 
5 YEARS, 240 ECTS

The 240 ECTS credits of the Program are divided into a course 

component (105 ECTS), and a dissertation component (135 

ECTS). The core courses of the SDPE program (60 ECTS) are 

compulsory and should be completed in your first year of 

study. Mandatory courses cover mathematics, microeconomics, 

macroeconomics, mathematical statistics and econometrics. 

In the second year you can choose from a large selection of 

elective courses (45 ECTS). 

	 In the beginning of your second year of study, you find a 

subject field for your dissertation and decide on an SSE faculty 

member for your supervisor; you will be conducting dissertation 

research in your final two to three years. Research from SSE PhD 

dissertations is frequently published in leading journals, with the 

Journal of Economic Theory and the Quarterly Journal of Eco­

nomics as recent examples. Job placements of recent graduates 

include Cambridge University, the International Monetary Fund, 

Paris School of Economics and University College London. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Teaching experience is an integral part of the PhD Program in 

Economics, and you are strongly encouraged to do some teaching 

from the second year. Successful completion of teaching entitles 

you to a fifth year in the program.

	 Many PhD students spend one or two semesters visiting other 

leading universities in the US and Europe. SSE is also a member of 

the European Network for Training in Economic Research (ENTER) 

together with other prominent economics departments in Europe.

WE OFFER PROGRAM RESEARCH AREAS IN:

•  Microeconomics
•  Macroeconomics
•  Applied Econometrics
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”I try to understand the world better. 
I ask my own questions. I never 
want my working day to end. To 
attain this life, the only thing you 
have to do is to learn a scientific 
discipline. Mine is economics.”

TORE ELLINGSEN 
Professor, Department of Economics

ECONOMICS



ELIGIBILITY
If you have one university level degree, at least three semesters 
(corresponding to 90 ECTS credits) of prior university level 
studies in Economics and one year of Master level studies or the 
equivalent, you can apply to the PhD Program in Economics.
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PHD PROGRAM IN ECONOMICS – PROGRAM STRUCTURE

5 REASONS TO CHOOSE SSE

Why do a PhD at SSE? These are our top 5 reasons.

	 TOP INTERNATIONAL RANKING

	 RESEARCH-BASED EDUCATION

	 STRONG LINKS TO BUSINESS SOCIETY

	 STOCKHOLM – ONE OF THE MOST 
	 INNOVATIVE REGIONS IN THE WORLD

	 PROFESSORS AMONG LEADING EXPERTS IN THEIR FIELDS
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CONTACT US

”The PhD Program in 
Economics at SSE offers a 
wide range of courses and 
research areas, allowing 
students to specialise in 
what interests them most as 
well as attain knowledge in 
core fields. The environment 
at SSE is international 
and collaborative, with a 
commitment to high quality 
research”

ELLE PARSLOW

PhD Student, 
Department of Economics

For questions about the programs, requirements or 
admissions, please contact the admissions office at:  
phd.admissions@hhs.se or telephone +46-8-736 90 00

More information: www.hhs.se/education/phd


