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AN EDUCATIONAL MISSION
FOR THE DIGITAL AGE

SINCE 1909 THE Stockholm School
of Economics has collaborated with
the business community and society
at large to carry out a mission: To
make Sweden more competitive
through advanced education in

the economic disciplines, with
education programs designed
around up-to-date research in those
fields. That research and teaching
continue today.

D) Education and knowledge
development are processes
involving not only the
mind, but also the body and
soul. Art has the potential
to stimulate, provoke and
resonate with us on multiple
levels — intellectual, sensory,
experiential, emotional.«

Lars Strannegérd,
Professor and President of the
Stockholm School of Economics

Yet, as the pace of change
increases globally — social, politi-
cal, technological and environmen-
tal change - the tools that business
school graduates need also
change. In our efforts to provide
these tools, SSE has expanded its
conception of education. Inspired
by the philosopher Ingemar
Hedenius, tomorrow’s successful
decision makers will be “free and
alive in relation to that which

is uncertain”. We want to offer
students a well-rounded education
that prepares them to take on the
world and its lack of order with
humility and curiosity. We call

this educational mission FREE. By
defining attributes of the graduates
that our community will need, this
acronym helps guide the School’s
educational work, communicate
the nature of that work, and clarify
student expectations.




WE WANT TO graduate decision makers who exhibit:

- a fact and science-based mindset. SSE is fundamentally an aca-

demic institution where facts provide the basis for all critical and
analytical thinking. An ability to appraise information and evaluate
various kinds of knowledge claims has always been important, but
perhaps never more so than in our current era where demagoguery
hides behind “alternative facts” and “fake news”, all while many
citizens live within filter bubbles.

- reflection and self-awareness. While these qualities take many

forms, SSE's graduates should understand their roles in the world,
the impact they have on others and on finite resources, all with an
awareness of their own values, their personal preferences and,
ideally, with insight into the sources of those values and preferences.

- empathy and cultural literacy. These characteristics distinctly
distinguish human decision makers from the computers, robots
and Al systems that will change the work content of the future.
These characteristics rest upon an ability to cross boundaries and
understand others on their own terms, as SSE graduates will meet and
collaborate with others across many national, cultural, professional
and conceptual boundaries.

- entrepreneurship and responsibility. These attributes combine

because true entrepreneurs take risks and accept responsibility for
their actions and decisions. Graduates who merge creative change
and personal accountability will challenge the status quo in order to
improve enterprises, communities and society as a whole.

SSE’s traditional expertise in economics, finance and business admin-
istration represents the core, but other elements of FREE are needed
to prepare decision makers for the future as it seems to unfold.



THE EVOLUTION OF SSE ART INITIATIVE

SSE ART INITIATIVE has developed into a
multi-faceted program and a critical com-
ponent of the SSE educational experience,
helping students become more reflective,
more self-aware and more culturally literate.
The art initiatives at SSE started with a
video art exhibition curated by Magasin 3
in Stockholm. Thereafter, thanks to the gen-
erous support of alumni, corporate partners,
and friends of SSE, the School

has established a permanent
art collection, which includes
works by highly regarded
Swedish and international
artists. These artworks are
integrated throughout the
School environment, allowing
students to see art often, to
consider its meaning and to

discuss it with each other. Our

continuing aim is to expand
the permanent collection
through donations. The
School also hosts temporary
exhibitions, curated in

close collaboration with art
galleries and foundations.
In the Bonnier Staircases,

a magnificent selection of

artworks by contemporary Swedish artists
is currently on loan from the Maria Bonnier
Dahlin Foundation.

Art Initiative’s activities incorporate a strong
focus on video art. Every month, a new
work of video art is curated on the large
screen in the SSE Atrium. These artworks
have been made available to SSE through
our partnerships with selected galleries,

Art Division students in The Board Room with Art Initiative’s
Tinni Rappe (standing), from left: Caroline Heuwing, Erik Luo,
Ingrid Toérnkvist, David Magnusson and Stina Stjernqvist

Magasin 3, Moderna Museet, Statens
Konstréd, Lilievalchs Konsthall, Bonniers
Konsthall, LUMA Arles, Thyssen-Bornemisza
Art Contemporary and Haeusler Contempo-
rary in Munich.

As with most activities at SSE, the aesthetic
initiatives include a high level of student

participation. Art Division, a student asso-
ciation unit, joins Art Initiative in arranging

five Art Talks per semester.
Our Art Talks are exploratory
conversations on art, society,
the social sciences and many
of their predictable and
unpredictable contact points.
They draw their audiences
from SSE students, faculty,
staff and the greater Stock-
holm community.

In the very popular Natur

& Kultur Literary Agenda,
students read seven contem-
porary works of fiction (and
some non-fiction) per year
and discuss them in small
groups led by faculty and
staff. The books are selected
by an advisory board of



literary critics and editors. We arrange
author talks and writing workshops together
with the SSE Library and external partners.

Art Initiative also hosts lunch concerts and
other musical performances in the SSE
Atrium for students, faculty, staff and mem-
bers of the community. The concerts create
a stimulating and dynamic atmosphere while
bringing the art of music to bear on the SSE
aesthetic experience.

In 2020, SSE offered bachelor students the
first-ever Art Initiative elective course, “Art
and Luxury”.

In collaboration with the SSE Center for
Arts, Business and Culture (ABC), an aca-
demic research center, Art Initiative actively
explores the role of arts and aesthetics in
our economy. Among other things, that
work serves as a basis for new initiatives
and discussions about how to integrate the
art and humanities into a rich and relevant
business-school education. One outcome of
such discussions was that SSE faculty were
asked to support New York University’s
Stern Business School in their efforts to
make art accessible and relevant within their
business and society programs. ABC's Meth-
ods Lab, started by a group of PhD students,

a

Art Division copperatesswith -€BS Art.and Pro Arte, student<art
groups from Denmagk and Switzerland. Here af Andersson/
Sandstrém with SSE students Paula Vega and Sofia Hanninger
to the left, Claire Holm*Chow: third from right

is an incubator of methodology-focused
discourse and experiments in new methods
that range from the sciences and humanities
to art-based approaches at SSE.

Finally, Art Initiative has become an
important element in attracting interest and
support from outside of the traditional SSE

community. This in turn, allows the School
to attract a more diverse set of students,
faculty and staff and to engage in new
ways with our local community. By having
Art Talks, exhibitions and symposia, SSE
opens the oak doors at Sveavégen 65 and
welcomes all of Stockholm into the School
of Economics.



WHY ART AT SSE?

WHILE OUR MISSION entails that

our graduates understand economies

and sound economic decisions, it also
requires something more. That something
is a broader and, especially, a deeper
understanding of society. To provide some
of that depth, SSE turns to the arts and the
humanities.

When confronting art, students necessarily
make personal choices: such as when and
how much to engage with artifacts; how
to interpret what they see and what they
feel. This experience, which represents
real growth in our students’ ways of know-
ing, is one pathway for acquiring the FREE
attributes inscribed in our educational
mission. We simply want the art at SSE to
serve as an intellectual itching powder.

Since 2013, art initiatives at SSE are
making the School more knowledge
intensive by adding sensual, experiential,
and aesthetic knowledge to the academic
knowledge already present. However,
with expertise primarily in the economic
sciences, SSE needs help to ensure that
our students’ aesthetic learning maintains
the high standard that characterizes our
traditional curriculum.

D) leadership can be enhanced
through art. Ambiguity and
multiple interpretations are a
normal part of organizational
life, and art highlights that.
| beligve organizations and
society can benefit greatly from
having leaders that act and
think more like artists and less
like technocrats.«

Andy Schenkel, Assistant Professor
in Business Management at SSE

Art Initiative organizes exhibitions, video
screenings, Art Talks, research colloquia,
guided tours, musical performances, the
Natur & Kultur Literary Agenda and an
elective course. It has spawned publica-
tions on art, economy and philosophy,
some of which expand on artworks in
SSE’s growing permanent collection.

&
The Cabinet Room - SSE students Yosua,

Plato’s Cave | Samson
Kambalu
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Every month, we screen a new work of video art in the Atrium,
VIDEO SCREENINGS ‘ 4

the School’s central study space and event area.

The Average | Iris Smeds
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EXHIBITIONS

/

Var.uppmérksam.,
August Eriksson

2> We bring contemporary
art and economic research
together fo create deeper
knowledge and offer students

the insights and perspectives
of both.«

Per Josefsson, Chairman of the

SSE Art Initiative Advisory Board,

co-founder of Brummer & Partners

Art Initiative curates temporary exhibitions at the School, inviting artists
to exchange knowledge and ideas with students and researchers.

From the Iéyes of the Painter | Ylva Snéfrid




ART TALKS AND RESEARCH COLLOQUIA Seminars, lectures and conversations with artists and

researchers on interdisciplinary topics.

D) At invifes complexity in knowledge
creation, as it asks s fo unveil yet not
declare. As a researcher, it inspires me

to follow my intuition by seeing how
exploration can materialise in different
understandings.«

Jessica Inez Backsell, PhD student, co-founder of
Art Initiative, co-founder of the Methods Lab at Art,
Business & Culture (ABC)

A Bag of Beliefs | Symposium
on Art and Technology with
artist lan Cheng

. 8

EoA R gy e T
s
|y —

Escalating Art Worlds | An Art

) ‘A I;;lpc'e':i'r-\ Europé | Seminar on wealth Talk about the Bonnier Staircases
inequality"and-the role of art in society, and the Maria Bonnier Dahlin
12 inspired by the video installation s.‘“ Foundation




GUIDED TOURS The exhibitions are open to the public through our guided tours.

Abhijit Banerjee, Michael Kremer and Esther Duflo, awarded the

Nobel Prize in Economics 2019 for their empirical research into the
effects of poverty alleviation attempts, with Misum’s Executive Director
Professor Martina Bjdrkman Nyqvist, Arian Tavassoli of SASSE, and
SSE Professor Per Stréomberg, member of the Nobel prize committee.
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2 We study economic activity through o T o
an aesthetic lens, we look at artistic {£6 Eue e - Wmgre
activity through an economic or
organizational lens, and we use art and

art-based methods to bring about change
in companies or in society.«

Emma Stenstrém, Associate Professor and
Center Director of the Research Center for Art,
Business & Culture (ABC)

Artist Jeannette Ehlers at SSE




ARTWORKS (PERMANENT COLLECTION)

Black Bullets | Jeannette Ehlers

il

14 The Union | Martin. Wickstrém

White Noise | Emmanuel van der Auwera

A selection of artworks and exhibitions at the School campus.

Drowning!Sailors
Truls Melin

- Leap of Faith (G;Hing Over)
Maria ' Miesenberger
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Handels for Future!
Lars Arrhenius
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Somewhere Else | Maria { :.
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at the school is the
digital owl outside

the President’s office!

Art keeps me happy,

inspired, as well as sad.
| joined the Art Division
because it is a good
switch up from all the
accounting we do.«

Oracles, Owls...Some
Animals Never Sleep
Ann Lislegaard

Erik Luo, SSE student and
member of Art Division




ARTWORKS (CONTINUED)

2> Art makes me take on new

e I e
+.Soli deo gloria gﬁl L|nc. Selander = : ) perspectives and chu/lenge
B and Oscar Mangione :

4 ) o 1 ! my reality. It is there fo help
v %_‘-‘# . o ik 1 | us draw interdisciplinary

65 ‘ I tr:f':‘ AW @ Q/ connections, to pay affention
: - ' to things and people outside
° ‘ of business, to appreciate
| ‘ | H beauty, to share and
! . l inferpref.«

Caroline Charlotte Heuwing, student
and member of Art Division

From the Eyes of the Painter | Ylva Snofrid

Green Light | Olafur Eliasson

—

7

Two Parallel Now
16 Meta Isaeus-Berlin — Pirate Lane | Clay KetteR




MUSICAL PERFORMANCES SSE hosts lunch con.cer.ts in col‘lo'boroﬁon with the Royal College of Mus.ic,

among others, and invites musicians to play Ingmar Bergman’s Grand Piano.

I
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The Royal College of Music (K\M’HJT ~ Pianist Elvira Bérlin and tenor Theodor Uggla




Students, faculty and staff read and discuss new books by acclaimed

NATUR & KULTUR LITERARY AGENDA ‘ Swedish and international authors. Author talks and writing workshops

are held in the School’s beautiful library.

,ﬁ/ Online Library Session with
Jason Timbuktu Diakité and
Lovisa Fhager Havdelin

| M
il "’I_._I g 1 b A
l;!'illll : !;: | B ;,. Reading group

meeting online

2 | greatly appreciate the discussions in the book
rcle. | always find myself liking the book even
better after getting my fellow readers’ thoughts
and perspectives.«

Simone Westergard, SSE employee and book circle leader

Online Poetry Workshop with Anna Hallberg

- !_ 4 il
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READING LIST 2020/2021

On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous by
Ocean Vuong, Girl by Edna O’Brien,
The Gospel of the Eels by Patrik
Svensson, Frankissstein by Jeanette

Winterson, The Refugees by Viet Thanh
Nguyen, Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi,
The Other Woman by Therese Bohman.

READING LIST 2019/2020

The Underground Railway by Colson
Whitehead, Machines Like Me by

lan McEwan, The White Book by

Han Kang, The Autobiography of

My Mother by Jamaica Kincaid, I Call
My Brothers by Jonas Hassen Khemiri,
The White City by Karolina Ramqpvist,
Educated by Tara Westover.




RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS AND ART BOOKS

: Feonomip sz SSE Art Initiative documents research experience
Q\mulﬂlleﬁt& H[é ﬂfﬂsés:h - in the book series “Experiments in Art and
Ll;f'tlﬂl'lli[ l‘:.glw“ ’ﬂ@qg{ﬁﬂﬁ"fﬁﬁy Capitalism” published by Sternberg Press, Berlin
nArtandthe | minimBuSiness and distributed by MIT Press. The first three titles

%}ls&lflﬂsswﬂgﬂlw lcation &~ are Curating Capitalism: How Art impacts Business,
Realism....... Management and Economy by Pierre Guillet de
Monthoux, Economic Ekphrasis: Goldin + Senneby
and Art for Business Education edited by Pierre Guillet de
Monthoux and Erik Wikberg, and Artful Objects: Graham Harman on Art and

the Business of Speculative Realism edited by Isak Nilson and Erik Wikberg.

=

Art Initiative has produced two books on the art at SSE: The Board Room, . x blsdi(.Nilsson
edited by Isak Nilson and Robert Stasinski, and The Heckscher-Ohlin Room, A
edited by Pierre Guillet de Monthoux and Robert Stasinski.

co-founder of Art Initiative

D> SSE Art Initiative brings
together art, business, and
philosophy in a way that
is vibrant, relevant, and
meaningful, and that under-
lines art’s ability to fertilize
and influence society.«

Gitte @rskou, Director of
Moderna Museet, Stockholm




CURATING EDUCATION IN
LEADERSHIP AND BUSINESS

Art Initiative together with Literary
Agenda have, over a period of five
years, engaged in making visual arts and
literature central to the School’s overar-
ching educational mission FREE. Hand in
hand, aesthetics and ethics encourage
and inspire socially responsible decision

makers to serve and improve communities.

Contemporary visual arts and literature
provide subtle knowledge of new realities
not yet articulated in theory, as artists
and poets often critically explore terrain
undetected by traditional academic
radars. Many artists, all from Marcel
Duchamp and Carl-Fredrik Reuterswérd
to Nathalie Djurberg, Jeff Koons, Olafur
Eliasson, Roman Signer and Arthur Jafa
generously help us fulfil our mission,
along with authors such as lan MacEwan,
Jamaica Kincaid, Ocean Vuong, Yaa
Gyasi, Jeanette Winterson and Jonas
Hassen Khemiri.

Art Initiative works in close cooperation
with the Student Associations Art Division,
facilitating encounters with art and artists.
We offer courses to refine students’
sensitivities to different atmospheres

and enhance the aesthetic awareness of

materiality often overlooked in traditional
business studies. Art is experience and
irritation, rather than entertainment and
decoration! Art and literature are import-
ant sources of knowledge and insight,
not only for curating SSE education — we
believe future leaders and managers are
tomorrow’s critical curators of capitalism.

Pierre Guillet de Monthoux,
Director of SSE Art Initiative

21



22

ART INITIATIVE ADVISORY BOARD

KARIN MAMMA ANDERSSON
Artist

SARA ARRHENIUS
Vice-Chancellor of the Royal Institute of Art

DANIEL BIRNBAUM
Director of Acute Art, London

PIERRE GUILLET DE MONTHOUX
Director, SSE Art Initiative

PER JOSEFSSON
Chairman of the Advisory Board of SSE Art Initiative,
Founder of Brummer and Partners

CLAIRE HOLM CHOW
Head of Art Division, SSE student

BELLA RUNE
Artist, Professor at Konstfack

EMMA STENSTROM
Associate Professor, Stockholm School of Economics

LARS STRANNEGARD
Professor and President of the Stockholm School
of Economics

GITTE ORSKOU
Director of Moderna Museet

NATUR & KULTUR LITERARY
AGENDA ADVISORY BOARD

KLAS ANDERSSON
Student representative, Stockholm School of Economics

EVA BONNIER
Editor, Albert Bonniers Férlag

ANTON GUSTAVSSON
Editor, Weyler Férlag

ELISE KARLSSON
Author and Editor, Norstedts Férlag

CILLA NAUMANN
Author

MIKAEL ROBERTSON
McKinsey & Company

MARIA SCHOTTENIUS
Literary Critic, Dagens Nyheter

LARS STRANNEGARD
Professor and President of the Stockholm School
of Economics



SSE ART INITIATIVE IS GENEROUSLY MADE POSSIBLE BY JONAS AND CHRISTINA AF JOCHNICK FOUNDATION, MATS ARNHOG,
VERONICA AND LARS BANE, CARL-JOHAN BONNIER, PONTUS BONNIER, BOSTON CONSULTING GROUP, BRUNSWICK REAL ESTATE, RICHARD
BAGE, PER FORSBERG, NILS FORSBERG, DAVID FRYKMAN, LENA AND LARS FORBERG, GOLDMAN SACHS GIVES, JAN HANSEN, JOHN HEDBERG,
CARL HIRSCH, LENA AND PER JOSEFSSON, SEBASTIAN KNUTSSON, CAROLINE LANDIN, JESSICA AND MATS LEDERHAUSEN, MCKINSEY &
COMPANY, NATUR & KULTUR, STAFFAN OLSSON, MIKAEL ROBERTSON, STAFFAN SALEN,HELENA SAXON, SIEMIATKOWSKI, STATENS
KONSTRAD, HELENE AND FREDRIK STENMO, ALEXANDRA AND MICHAEL STORAKERS, SUNDLING WARN PARTNERS, JONAS SVENSSON, P-O
SODERBERG, MAGNUS TYREMAN, VALEDO, LISA WALLMARK, AND ELISABETH AND MARTIN WIWEN-NILSSON. IN COLLABORATION WITH
GALLERI ANDERSSON/SANDSTROM, ANDREHN SCHIPTJENKO, ANNA BOHMAN GALLERY, MARIA BONNIER DAHLIN FOUNDATION, BONNIERS
KONSTHALL, CBS ART, CF HILL, EDEL ASSANTI LONDON, CHRISTEL ENGELBERT, JENNIE FAHLSTROM, GALLERI CHARLOTTE LUND, GALLERI FUTURA,
MATS HJELM, HARLAN LEVEY PROJECTS, HAEUSLER CONTEMPORARY MUNICH, CECILIA VON HEIJNE, CECILIA'HILLSTROM GALLERY, ANNIE
JENSEN, JUDISK KULTUR | SVERIGE, KUNGLIGA KONSTHOGSKOLAN, KUNGLIGA MUSIKHOGSKOLAN, LARRY LEKSELL, LILJEVALCHS KONSTHALL,
EVA LIVIIN, LOYAL, LUMA ARLES, KARIN MALMQVIST, MAGASIN 3, MARKET, MODERNA MUSEET, DAVID NEUMAN, JOHN PETER NILSSON,
NORRKOPINGS KONSTMUSEUM, THEODOR RINGBORG, STOCKHOLM KONST, STOCKHOLM UNIVERSITY. CURATING PROGRAM, SVERIGES
ALLMANNA KONSTFORENING, TESKEDSORDEN, THYSSEN-BORNEMISZA ART CONTEMPORARY, JAN WATTEUS, ELLEN WETTMARK, AND
JAN AMAN. WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE ARTISTS AND WRITERS CHRISTIAN-PONTUS ANDERSSON, MATTIAS VAN ARKEL,
LARS ARRHENIUS, EMMANUEL VAN DER AUWERA, JOHAN BERGSTROM-HYLDAHL, BIGERT & BERGSTROM, JASON TIMBUKTU DIAKITE, CECILIA
EDEFALK, JEANNETTE EHLERS, OLAFUR ELIASSON, AUGUST ERIKSSON, KAROLINA ERLINGSSON, ATHENA FARROKHZAD, MARIA FRIBERG, JENS
FANGE, GOLDIN + SENNEBY, DENISE GRUNSTEIN, TOMAS GUNNARSSON, CHARLOTTE GYLLEENHAMMAR, PETER HAGDAHL, ANNA HALLBERG,
JENNY HOLT, META ISAEUS-BERLIN, MICHAEL JOHANSSON, GUNILLA JOSEPHSON, MARIA KAPAJEVA, CLAY KETTER, KATJA LARSSON, MAGNUS
LINTON, ANN LISLEGAARD, HANNA LJUNGH, EVA MAG, OSCAR MANGIONE, TRULS MELIN, DAVID MARTINEZ, MARIA MIESENBERGER,
SANTIAGO MOSTYN, HAVAL MURAD, MIKAEL OLSSON, CECILIA PARSBERG, ERIK PAUSER, PATRIK QVIST, ANNA-KARIN RASMUSSON, BELLA
RUNE, LINA SELANDER, IRIS SMEDS, YLVA SNOFRID, AND MARTIN WICKSTROM.

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

Editor: Anna Harding | Graphic Design: Roland Karlsson | Photographers: All art at SSE photographed by Mikael Olsson, except: Ylva Snéfrid’s performance From the Eyes of the Painter
(page 11), Bigert & Bergstrém and CO: Lock-In (page 11), A Place in Europe (cover and page 12), all by Jean-Baptiste Béranger. Other photos: Art Division (page 6) by Claire Holm Chow;
Hanna Ljungh (page 12) by Jérgen Brennicke; Jeannette Ehlers at SSE (page 13), both by Anna Classon; Nobel laureates (page 13), Staffan Scheja (page 17) and Pierre Guillet de Monthoux
(page 21) by Juliana Wiklund. Additional photography by Pierre Guillet de Monthoux, Tinni Rappe and Anna Harding.

The SSE Art Initiative Team: Pierre Guillet de Monthoux, Tinni Rappe and Anna Harding.
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ART INITIATIVE

Stockholm School of Economics

Sveavdgen 65 - P.O. Box 6501
113 83 Stockholm - Sweden

Phone +46 8 736 90 00
info@hhs.se

www.hhs.se/artinitiative

Ei facebook.com/sseartinitiative

@sseartinitiative




