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I n their latest book French sociologists Luc Boltanski 
and Arnaud Esquerre1 offer the most recent scientific evi-
dence of  how today’s worlds of  commerce hybridize with 
contemporary art worlds. In addition to an already recog-
nized cultural awareness, an understanding of  art is essential 
for generating strategic knowledge in business. Art and artists 
link us in real time to new societal phenomena. Even the 
understanding of  innovation and technology go through art. 
The encounter with artworks is thus a powerful source of  new 
knowledge, highly relevant in a School of  Economics. SSE 
Art Initiative aims at making students aware and attracted 
by art as an aesthetic source of  knowledge. Sometimes beau-
tiful, but frequently also irritating and strange, the con-
frontation with art suddenly flings open new widows to 
unmapped realities.

So yes; Art is about creativity. And yes; Art is about philoso-
phies and visions for designing better societies. But in busi-
ness school contexts Art is mainly an essential gateway to 
realities yet uncaptured by traditional models or obsolete 
theories. Top ranked business schools today present and 
debate contemporary art and SSE is a leading champion 
of  this aesthetic turn. For this, SSE Art Initiative is deeply 
grateful to the private funds and generous patrons enabling a 
connection to contemporary art for all students and visitors 
at Stockholm School of  Economics.
1. Boltanski, Luc and Esquerre, Arnaud. 2017. Enrichissement, une critique de la marchandise.  
Paris : Gallimard.
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A rt has the capacity to generate sensuous and cogni-
tively stimulating experiences. It enhances our critical think-
ing ability, and conveys a further understanding of  ourselves 
and the world around us. 

SSE Art Initiative acknowledges the power of  art as a think-
ing tool, as well as a valid knowledge base in its own right. 
Our mission is to actively integrate art and humani-
ties in the academic context of  SSE and in the public 
debate, we aim at making SSE and society more knowl-
edge intensive.

SSE Art Initiative Aims to…

Stockholm School of  Economics is in its essence based on 
a scientific and analytical knowledge. It enables us to make 
sense of  complex economic and societal phenomena through
tools such as measurement instruments, data collection and 
rational analysis. SSE Art Initiative aims at integrating sci-
entific and artistic methods and ideas, by producing a wide 
range program of  exhibitions, lectures, seminars, research 
colloquia and other projects.

Cryptogami by Christine Ödlund, 2017
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Connect Art World and Academia

To generate a more holistic view of  the world around us we 
regularly collaborate with some of  the most well-known 
art institutions in Sweden, such as Moderna Museet, 
Tensta Konsthall and Magasin III; academic institu-

tions such as Royal Institute of  Art, Royal College of  Music, 
KTH School of  Architecture and Södertörn University, and 
a network of  local and international galleries and artists.

Linking Art to SSE education and research

Art Initiative regularly collaborates with the Center for Arts, 
Business and Culture at the Stockholm School of  Economics, 
which investigates the role of  aesthetics and arts in organiza-
tions and in the economy at large. We also have an ongoing 
collaboration with MISUM – Mistra Center for Sustainable
Markets on the environmental art project, Acclimatize.

Lecture with Catherine Malbou, 2017
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The Board Room

The Board Room project was initiated to aesthetically delve 
into the history of  the Stockholm School of  Economics. 
The Board Room perhaps more than any other space in the 
school, signifies the intersection between past traditions and 
present value systems and was therefore the perfect place to 
start. The idea was to pay tribute to the room’s original aes-
thetic and symbolic qualities, and meanwhile to shed 
light on the past through the lenses of  today. This was 
made by installing the artworks Somewhere else by Maria 
Friberg, and Konsekvensanalys by Bella Rune in the room. The 
works brings layers of  reflexion and curiosity to the room’s 
power structures and history. Moreover, Art Initiative invited 
the writers Therese Bohman, Ingrid Elam and Dragana 
Vujanović Östlind to contribute with reflections on the Board 
Room and the new artworks in a publication edited by Robert 
Stasinski. This publication includes texts about the room, the 
history of  the Stockholm School of  Economics as well as its 
architecture.

The Board Room project was made possible through gener-
ous contributions by the Josefsson Foundation, Ragnar 
Söderberg Foundation, and Brunswick Real Estate.

Cryptogami by Christine Ödlund, 2017
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Soli Deo Gloria

The site-specific video installation in SSE library, Soli Deo 
Gloria, by Lina Selander and Oscar Mangione, is a philo-
sophically inspired montage of  precisely selected, layered 
fragments of  academic texts, ancient coins, historical bills, 
film sequences, and references to economic events cover-
ing capitalisms under a time span of  almost 4000 years. Art 

Initiative produced this exhibit to form a poetic weave 
of  new combinations and associations between differ-
ent parts of  the scientific memory of  the library at the 

Stockholm School of  Economics. It is a 14-metre-wide, 83 
minute, permanent video installation on the tenth floor of  
the rotunda of  the library. It juxtaposes images from popu-
lar culture, history, academia and art and is looped from the 
time the library opens to the time it closes. A catalogue edited 
by Robert Stasinski features contributions by SSE professor 
Robin Teigland, among others.

Soli Deo Gloria was made possible by Stockholm School of  
Economics Art Initiative through generous contributions by 
the Josefsson Foundation, Ragnar Söderberg Foundation, 
Brunswick Real Estate and through close collaboration with
the SSE library.

Soli Deo Gloria by Lina Selander and Oscar Mangione, 2017
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Temporary Exhibitions

Art Initiative actively imbeds art in the environment of  SSE 
to make the academic milieu a place for reflexion as well as 
to increase the learning experience. We have exhibited sev-
eral temporary shows with artists, including Andreas Nobel, 
Eija-Liisa Ahtila, Johan Bergström Hyldahl and Goldin + 
Senneby. We also have a growing collection of  works by 
some of  the most relevant artists working today, including 
Olafur Eliasson, Meta Isaeus Berlin, Maria Friberg, 
Andreas Eriksson, Truls Melin and Goldin + Senneby. 
In the Atrium of  SSE we currently offer screenings of  
video based artworks by contemporary artists such as Klara 
Lidén, Nathalie Djurberg & Hans Berg, Christine Ödlund 
and Mats Hjelm. We are also grateful to Moderna Museet 
for curating a series of  iconic avant-garde films from their 
archive of  contemporary art.

Art Talks with Art Division

The Art Talks are organized in collaboration with the student
led Art Division and offers students as well as anyone inter-
ested the chance to listen to in-depth conversations on rele-
vant topics related to the overall programme of  Art Initiative.

Cryptogami by Christine Ödlund, 2017
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Public Art Initiative Seminars 

The public seminars are offered to the students as well as the 
public and relates to subjects of  high relevance such as the 
contemporary philosophical interconnectedness of  art, com-
merce, economy and technology. Amongst recent seminars 
offered you find co-production with Moderna Museet featur-
ing Olafur Eliasson, Graham Harman, Catherine Malabou 
and Michelle Kuo.

ABC Research Colloquia

Art Initiative regularly collaborates with the Center for Arts, 
Business and Culture at Stockholm School of  Economics, 
that investigates the role of  aesthetics and arts in organiza-
tions and in the economy at large. The aim of  the research 
colloquia is to focus on relevant topics among some of  today’s 
leading researchers in the intersection of  art, the humani-
ties and aesthetics. Amongst some speakers recently hosted 
by the ABC colloquia: Dr. Elen Riot, University of  Reims 
(France), Donatella DePaoli, BI (Norway), Karen van den 
Berg, Zeppelin University (Germany), Paola Dubini, Bocconi 
University (Italy), Kevin Tevin, Aalto University (Finland), 
Dr. Emilie Reinhold, Stockholm University (Sweden). 

The Q&A–session 13 Questions About the Object, 2017
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