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“the Great Acceleration”
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Earth system resilience



“This long-term perspective illustrates that 
policy decisions made in the next few years 
to decades will have profound impacts on 
global climate, ecosystems and human 
societies – not just for this century, but for 
the next millennia and beyond.“



Remade from Clark et al. (2016), Nature Climate Change 



What does

this all 

mean?







More than 60% of the area 

projected to be urban in 2030 

has yet to be built

An Urban Opportunity
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An Investment Opportunity?



”Carbon neutral”

Climate ”smart”



Biosphere

positive+

investments

• build on insights from 

ecology and the Earth 

system

• expands ecological 

services

• increases the ”safe 

operating space”



Target ”tipping elements”

a) Reduce stressors

b) Enhance their capacity

to recovery and renewal (resilience)



”Moore’s law” for biosphere positive 

investments

Sustainability-themed investing globally: 0.23% of total assets under management in 2014



Planetary opportunities

Shift in mindset for 

investors!

From minimizing 

environmental 

impacts, to building 

Earth system 

resilience



Thank you!
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