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Japan’s Future: 
International Re�ections on the Prospects 
for a “New Meiji” Transformation
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Japan Futures Initiative (JFI) and 
European Japan Advanced Research Network (EJARN)
Joint Conference    

Part I.  Security and Politics: Asian 
A�airs + Global Connections 
Chair: Kimie Hara
Discussant: Nobuo Shimotomai
US-Okinawa Relations, Past, Present & Future 
(Paul O’Shea) / Japan’s Grand Strategy: Its 
Realities and Future  (Tsuyoshi Kawasaki) / 
Nuclear Japan: Security Agendas & International 
Concerns (John Nilsson-Wright) / Meiji Inspired 
Diplomacy and Politics for Japan's Future 
(Scott Harrison) / New Meiji – Japan’s Emerging 
Soft Power in East Asia: Taiwan as a Crucial Case 
(Paul Midford) / Japan and Security in East Asia: 
Finding conections with Canada and Europe 
(Kimie Hara)

Part II. Business, Economics + Politics 
Chair: Marie Söderberg 
Discussant: Koichi Haji  
From Datsu A to Development Assistance as a Way of Reaching 
out to Asia (Marie Sölderberg) / Japan’s New Meiji Transformation 
Through G7 and G20 Governance (John Kirton) / Japan’s Key 
Trading and Trade Relations: To Asia and Back Again (Patricia 
Nelson) / National Innovation Policies & Economic Development 
(Carin Holoyd) / New Meiji Japanese Economics & Finance (Axel 
Berkofsky) / Uses of Meiji: Rede�ning History to Repeat a Success 
Story (Annette Hansen)

Part III. Innovation + Civil Society
Chairs: Ken Coates & Carin Holroyd
Discussants: Masato Kimura & Toru Shinoda 
Diplomacy of the Stomack: Japan as a Culinary Superpower 
(Norbert Palanovics) / Japan and Health Care, in the Community: 
Sharing Evidence from PolicyExperiments (Jim Tiessen) / Reviving 
Japan Through Internationalization of Higher Education in Meiji 
Japan and Today (Wilhelm M. Vosse) / E�ective Leadership in 
Japan: The Case of Shibusawa Eiichi (Gil Latz) / Natural Disasters 
and Japan (David  Edgington) / Does Rural Japan Have a Future? 
(Ken Coates)


